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Rector: They are the highestadministrative academicauthority of the university
Dean: They are the highestauthority who manages afaculty in universities
Professor: A faculty memberwho is at the higher o
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University

University

YOK
Council of Higher Education

It is the organization to w  colleges 
and universities are associated. It 
is the only institution responsible 
for higher education in terms of 
functioning, regulations, guidelines, 
student admission, etc.

It is a higher education institution 
established by a foundation. 
Students benefi t from the right to 
education on scholarship or for a fee.

Unlike foundation universities, they 
belong to states.

Foundation

STATE
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RECTOR
They are the highest administra-
tive and academic authority of the 
university.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The committee is in charge of 
managing foundation universities.

PROFESSOR
A faculty member who is at the top 
of higher education institutions.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
A faculty member who is in the 
previous stage of being a professor 
at the university.

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
A faculty member who is in the 
previous stage of being an associ-
ate professor at the university.
FACULTY MEMBER
Academic personnel employed by 
universities as full-time, associate, 
or professors. Faculty members 
may work in establishments under 
the Council of Higher Education’s 
supervision, such as universities, 
colleges, or institutes (YOK).

RESEARCH ASSISTANT
Master’s or doctoral student in the 
first stage of the academic pyramid.

SECRETARY GENERAL
They are in charge of the 
university administrative 
department and  answerable to 
the rector for its operations.

DEAN
They are the highest authority who 
manages a faculty in universities.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
They are in charge of the 
department’s education and 
research at all levels in higher 
education institutions, as well as 
the regular and effective execution 
of all connected operations and 
assuring efficient resource usage.

ACADEMICIAN
Academicians are individuals 
who work in universities and 
other similar higher education 
institutions and carry out teaching, 
original research, and field-related 
contributions under the general 
professional title of academician. 
Academics with various degrees 
include translators, subject matter 
specialists, lesson planners, 
research assistants (university 
assistants), lecturers, who are 
teaching assistants, assistant 
professors, associate professors, 
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FORMAL EDUCATION:
Students must take both academic and practical courses in this style of 
schooling.

SECONDARY EDUCATION:
It is the teaching that takes place outside of the regular hours of primary 
education (morning, evening, or weekend), which is made available for 
various programs at higher education institutions. Secondary education is 
equivalent to primary education.

HYBRID EDUCATION:
It is a system in which some educational activities are carried out entirely 
face-to-face, other educational activities are carried out entirely online, 
and some educational activities are carried out using mixed educational 
practices, depending on the student’s request (both face-to-face and via 
distance education).

DISTANCE EDUCATION:
In this educational paradigm, students complete their coursework 
online without attending college physically. It can be synchronous and 
asynchronous. In synchronous distance education, academicians and 
students are online at the same time.
Videos previously recorded in asynchronous distance education can be 

OPEN EDUCATION:
It is the name of a type of education that, in contrast to formal and traditional 
education, does not require students to travel to a university campus. Instead, 
interactive lessons are taught using computers in a virtual environment, and 
participants can watch the lessons again whenever and wherever they like.

GLOSSARY OF 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT IGU



ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE
These are education programs 
that train qualified labor force 
for 2 years, which are affiliated to 

the vocational schools of
universities.

BACHELOR’S DEGREE
It is a 4-year education program 
depending on the faculty or 
college. It can be in the form of 
formal, open or distance
education
POSTGRADUATE EDUCATION
It is higher education that includes 
postgraduate, doctorate, proficien-
cy in medicine and proficiency in 
art.
MASTER’S DEGREE
It is the institute program where 
undergraduate graduates
continue their education.

PhD
It is an advanced degree pro-
gram that lasts at least four 
semesters for a master’s degree 
or at least six semesters for a 
bachelor’s degree and attempts 
to present the findings of an 
original study.

VOCATIONAL SCHOOL
It is a higher education program 
that includes 2-year associate de-
gree programs  universities.

HIGHER EDUCATION
It is the institution where 4-year un-
dergraduate programs of universi-
ties take place. The difference with 
the faculty is that there are more 
practice courses.

FACULTY
It is an association with a university 
affiliation that offers undergraduate 
instruction, scientific research, and 
publication with the rectorate of 
the institution.

INSTITUTE
It is an institution of higher learning 
that offers postgraduate (master’s, 
doctoral, etc.) education in relevant 
subjects.

CAMPUS
It is the term used to identify the 
location of a college or institution. 
It is a hub for social life where 
students can find places to hang 
out and satisfy all of their needs, 
from academic buildings to 
libraries, dorm rooms for students 
to sports facilities.
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INTERNSHIP
Before graduating, students must finish this sort of learning, which calls for 
professional experience, in order to solidify the theoretical information they 
have learned thus far. In associate degree programs, internships typically last 
30 working days over the summer after the second semester. Internships 
in undergraduate programs last a total of 60 working days, with each stint 
lasting 30 working days during the summertime immediately after the fourth 
and sixth semesters, at the earliest.

MIDTERM EXAM
It is the midterm exam applied in universities. It is applied in the middle 
of the training period. It may differ depending on the university’s senate’s 
decision, although it typically affects 40% of the grades.

FINAL EXAM
It is an exam held at the end of the semester  the university. It may differ 
depending on the university’s senate’s decision, although it typically affects 
60% of the grades.

MAKE-UP (REPEAT) EXAM
It is the name given to the exam taken by students who do not pass their 
final exam or who are unable to take the exam due to a legitimate reason.

MAKE-UP EXAM
Within one week before the midterm exam date, students who are unable 
to take the exam due to illness submit an application to the appropriate 
secretariat with a petition outlining their justifications and reports from 
state hospitals. Students may take exams between the dates listed in the 
academic calendar if their reports are approved by the appropriate board of 
directors. There is no right to a second make-up exam.

ONE COURSE EXAM
Students who have passed or are conditionally passing all courses in the 
curriculum except for one apply to the dean’s office or directorate regarding 
the petition without registering for the course and are taken to the one course 
exam from the pertinent course on the dates specified in the academic 
program, with the excep  of the attendance requirement. 

CURVE GRADES
The class average is calculated using the exam results that were submitted 
by every student. Your grade for passing that course is determined by the 
arithmetic mean score.

SUMMER SCHOOL
To raise a course’s grade point average or retake failed courses during the 
summer semester, students enroll in summer school. They must retake the 
exam because of the preparation they obtained at the summer school.

ELECTIVE COURSE
These are the courses that the student chooses to take at their discretion 
from the program’s elective course pool.
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ACCREDITATION
It is a document that has been issued by a legitimate entity based on the 
outcomes of assessments made of higher education programs in accordance 
with previously established academic and quality standards. A total of 
65 programs of Istanbul Gelisim University have been found eligible for 
accreditation by international accreditation organizations such as AQAS, 
abet, AHPGS and PEARSON. Istanbul Gelisim University, which applied to 
institutions in Germany, Britain, and the US for accreditation and voluntarily 
took part in accreditation evaluations from social sciences to engineering 
sciences, from health sciences to sports sciences, became the institution in 
Turkey with the most internationally accredited programs.

WEEKEND SCHOOL
These are free speaking classes offered over the weekend at Istanbul 
Development University by distinguished academics from around the world.

ERASMUS+
A program called Erasmus+ was created by the European Union to promote 
collaboration between institutions of higher learning. Students from Istanbul 
Gelisim University can also receive scholarships through the Erasmus+ 
Program to attend institutions in Europe, and these exchange programs allow 
the university to host students from all around Europe.
Additionally supports its students, Istanbul Gelisim University offers an 
Erasmus Internship rogram.

MEVLANA
The Mevlana Exchange Program, which includes higher education 
institutions all over the world, allows for the exchange of students and 
academic staff with higher education institutions offering education both 
domestically and internationally.

FARABI
The Exchange Program for Students and Faculty Members between Higher 
Education Institutions is a program that facilitates student and faculty 
exchanges between universities and high-tech institutes that offer associate, 
undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral degrees as well as other levels of 
higher education. The Farabi Exchange Program strives to make it possible 
for students or faculty members to continue their studies and training 
programs for one or more semesters in a higher education institution outside 
of their home universities.
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UNDERGRADUATE TRANSFER
It involves moving a student who is enrolled in a university program to a 
different department or university. Students can switch with the OSYS score or 
CGPA (General Weighted Grade Point Average) for the year they are enrolled.

STE (Special Talent Exam)
It is an exam held independently of OSYM for departments that require talent 
in areas such as the School of Physical Education and Sports, Conservatory, 
Faculty of Fine Arts, etc. of universities. In order to apply for the exams, 
the candidate must obtain the score result calculated in the OSYM Basic 
Qualification Test (TYT). (The number of candidates with minimal scores 
who may apply to these programs is determined by the relevant higher 
education institution, and it is publicized to the applicants by the relevant 
higher education institution with press and press organs.) At Istanbul Gelisim 
University, the School of Physical Education and Sports (BESYO) and Graphic 
Design departments enroll students with special talent exams.

MINOR
While enrolled in a major program, a minor program enables the student 
to take a constrained number of courses from a different program, as 
established by the higher education institution. Istanbul Gelisim University 
requires applicants with a minimum grade point average of 2.50 to apply to
the sub-branch programs chosen for that year by the university senate. 
The earliest the student can apply is at the beginning of the third and sixth 
semesters. Students may apply to the minor program if they have successfully 
completed all of the credit courses required for their undergraduate degree 
up until the semester in which they submit their application.

DOUBLE MAJOR
A program called a double major enables a student to concurrently pursue 
studies in two undergraduate or associate degree departments. Istanbul 
Gelisim University offers  double major program to its students free of 
charge. Students who enter the 20% success rate in the undergraduate/
associate degree program and have a major program GPA of 2.72 out of 4.00 
are eligible to enroll for free in the second major diploma program. The two 
undergraduate or associate degree diplomas are given to students who 
successfully finish the double major program and are eligible for two of these 
degrees.
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SKS (DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
CULTURE AND SPORTS)
The Department of Health, Culture, 
and Sports activities are intended 
to enrich and differentiate the time 
that students spend at the university, 
to meet their requirements for food, 
shelter, healthcare, recreation, and 
other social and cultural activities, and 
to aid in their personal growth. The 
Department of Health, Culture, and 
Sports is a service unit that attends 
to the social, cultural counseling and 
guidance, as well as the sporting 
needs of students. Student clubs 
are affiliated with this department, 
and it also functions as a practice 
department where studies and 
applications are made in this area to 
support education.

STUDENT CLUBS
It is an organization started by a 
group of students at any university  
engag in different hobbies, talking 
about or researching a specific topic, 
assisting other students or individuals, 
growing personally, etc. 20 founding 
members are student groups that 
may be established with just one 
academic adviser, are connected 
to the university’s Department of 
Health, Culture, and Sports, and plan 
academic, social, and cultural events.

REGISTRAR’S OFFICE
It is the department that handles 
tasks like registration, suspending 
studies, undergraduate transfers, 
lecture notes, etc. and makes 
sure that students receive 
announcements.

OBIS (Student Information 
System) 
OBIS (Student Information System) 
is an information system used by 
Istanbul Gelisim University to share 
information such as absenteeism, 
grade information, and course 
schedules.

SEM (Continuous Education 
Center) 
SEM is the institution working under 
the research centers of universities
. It arranges training courses that let 
people specialize in their professional 
and personal development fields. It 
offers training to college students, 
people, or organizations.
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DISCIPLINARY ACTION
These are the sanctions imposed 
on students who violate the 
obligations placed on them by 
the laws, rules, and directives both 
inside and outside the higher 
education institution, who disobey 
the requirements, who engage in 
prohibited behavior, or who act in 
ways that are not appropriate for 
a student.

ECTS (European Credit Trans-
fer System)
It covers all aspects of the student’s 
coursework (theoretical course, 
practice, seminar, individual work, 
tests, assignments, etc.).

SCHOLARSHIP
Free assistance that pays all or a 
portion of the tuition for students 
enrolled in foundation universities.

DORMITORY
Dormitories are organizations that 
offer accommodation services 
to students who are enrolled in 
higher education institutions. It 
is divided into four types; student 
dormitories affiliated with the 
Credit and Dormitories Institution, 
dormitories affiliated with 
universities, dormitories affiliated 
with public institutions and private 
dormitories.
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